                           Combination Pad                 Grades 3-6
A great cooperative activity!

Introduction: As a member of a special team you have been given an assignment that may save the world as we know it. A special vault contains the cure for a deadly virus that is rapidly spreading throughout the country. Your team members are the only ones who know the combination and have the ability to open the vault.
Equipment & Setup:  
· Polyspots numbered 1-16 arranged out of sequential order to form a square of 4 dots by 4 dots forming a giant combination pad. 
· One participant should be on each side of the square but all are working together.
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Description: 
· On the floor in front of your team, is a giant combination pad numbered 1-16. In order to open the vault door, the group must touch every number in numerical order. 
· While doing this, only one person may touch a dot at any given time using one foot.
· The goal is to successfully execute your plan in the shortest amount of time possible.  

· After devising a plan and discussing strategy, the group will be given a few times to practice. After these practice attempts, the group will be timed to see how long it takes to successfully complete the mission.
· When being timed, there are 5 second penalties assessed each time:

- that a number is missed or touched out of sequence
 
- more than one dot is touched at a time
                                                                    OR
· If any of the numbers are touched out of sequence, the team must start over.

Variations:  
· Use polyspots with letters instead of numbers  
· Use non-sequential numbers such as 28, 16, 21, 6 …. However, the numbers must still be touched from lowest to greatest.

· Use non-sequential numbers such as 28, 16, 21, 6 …. However, the numbers must be touched from greatest to lowest.

· Use both numbers and letters when creating a combination

- Do letters in sequence first, then numbers.   

- Do lowest number, then letter closest to the beginning of the alphabet …. Then

               next highest number, next letter in alphabet …. etc.  (Advanced)
Questions for Follow-up and Discussion:
· What are some of the changes or adjustments your group made during your practice attempts?

·  How did you group respond to mistakes and errors?

·  What were some specific aspects of this challenge that were difficult?
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